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AGM Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2013 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Jeff Nichols  (JN) : Earith PC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Andrew Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 

Ros Carey-Townsend (RC) : King’s Ripton PC 

Mick Toates  (MT) : King’s Ripton PC 

Justo Perez  (JP) : Hilton PC 

Margaret Harlock (MH) : Warboys PC 

Simon Jones  (SJ) : HemingFord Grey PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-Hill PC 

David Neaves  (DN) : Woodwalton PC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

   

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
 

A warm welcome to Justo Perez from Hilton PC, Simon Jones from Hemingford Grey (for KW), Ros Carey-
Townsend from Kings Ripton PC, Mick Toates also Kings Ripton PC and David Neaves from Woodwalton PC. 
 
Apologies had been received from the following members; Graham Bull, Kate Williams, Eda McPherson, Brian 
Burpitt and Terry Rogers. 
 

2 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
 
OM asked for nominations for the role of  Chairman. 
JN  nominated Margaret Lumb. MN seconded. There were no other nominations. 
ML was elected by the voting members. 



OM asked for nominations for the role of Vice-Chairman. 
 
ML nominated Colin Saunderson. PS seconded. There were no other nominations. 
CS was elected unanimously by the voting members. 
 
ML took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

 
3 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 9th  July 2013 
 

It was pointed out that the person who proposed that JC should be co-opted onto the Road Safety Committee 
was ML, seconded by JC, and not the other way round as stated in the minutes. 
 
Action: OM to amend the minutes accordingly.  
 

4 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
JC wished to thank the members of the committee for their support and for co-opting her when HDC withdrew 
their representation. 
 
ML added that Terry Rogers was still pursuing this matter on our behalf and has asked HDC why they had said 
they will no longer provide representatives. He is not letting the matter rest. 
 

 

5 Correspondence 
 
OM reported that he had received  no correspondence which was not unusual over the holiday period. 

 

6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

 

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

Meeting 

Comment 
OM said that he had not received any further information from St. Ivo school. This was 

probably due to the holidays. He will follow it up. 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse. A request had been made for a site meeting with CCC officers. 

CS has been pursuing this matter and had sent an email summarising the situation. He has 

escalated the complaints procedure to stage 2 which will involve Bob Menzies’s  boss Graham 

Hughes. Nor is it clear whether the final stage of the Road Safety Audit has been done. 

Two stages of the complaints procedure have been completed and he has now embarked on the 

third.  

Meeting 

Comment 

CS said that he had managed to get the third audit report. The council officers had misled 

everybody when they said buses would only wait for a couple of minutes.  In a recent incident 

the proprietor of the flower-shop was nearly knocked down. A car drove right in front of her on 

the pavement. 

ML also reported an incident on August 14
th
. A William’s lorry was on the corner delivering to 



Petzone. Someone overtook and then discovered they had to reverse causing complete chaos. 

 

AS commented that it was particularly  dangerous because you can’t see past the bus. He 

wondered why it had been built out in the first place. 

 

DM said that pedestrians are being forced on to the road.  Sometimes there are up to 30 people 

waiting to get on. People had to walk around the bus. 

 

KS said that they had a similar problem with some bus stops in Upwood. They were removed 

following objections. 

 

ML believed that we had now exhausted our objections. But the item should be kept  on the 

watching list. AS was asked to keep the RSC informed of any developments. 

 

Action: The meeting agreed this should be moved to watching items. 

 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
2. Speeding in Pidley    
 
MN reported that there are now plans for speed control for the third entrance to the village. They would need to 
wait and see what effect the new measures will have on the speeding problem.  
 

6. Low Road Speeding   
 
DM said that there had been a misunderstanding in the minutes. A pedestrian crossing had not been proposed 
just a sign showing pedestrians crossing. Hopefully this would educate people that it was a 30mph zone 
Action: OM to amend that description in the last minutes. 
CS said that he had raised the idea of a pedestrian crossing at the Fenstanton meeting and was shouted 
down. He’ll now have another go now. Signs are only £70. 

 
14.  Lloyds Bank Parking 
 
JC had read an article which said that  disabled people could park on double yellow signs except at T 
junctions. 
AS confirmed that they could do this if they are not causing an obstruction.  
CS commented that was the problem because  they often did cause an obstruction 
AS added that in his experience some think they can park wherever they want.  In reality you have to deal with 
each case on its own merits.  But the regulations clearly say you must not cause an obstruction. 
DM said he believed that the police do not go out proactively looking for this but only respond to complaints.  
AS confirmed that this was so because they simply did not have the resources to do otherwise.  

 
23. Guided Bus – North Road 
 

ML asked if the St. Ives Town Council intended to do anything about it.  If not, is it worth keeping it on the 
watching items? 
JC said she would like to keep it on. It is very narrow and the air draught of buses makes it dangerous. 

 
25. Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way 
 
CS said some foliage was causing a real visibility problem. He was waiting for dark nights to cut it off. 

 
 
 
 



29. Cycle Paths in St. Ives 
 
Work has been done on the one on Hill Rise.  MLsaid she had talked to Steve Criswell about cycle paths. He 
said extra money should have been spent on cycling paths the villages.  
PS said that the work has not been finished and the Houghton side is very bad indeed. 
 
NB said that planning applicationshad gone in for more houses. We were told originally that a footpath would 
be put in back from the road. Maybe they are waiting for the new building.  
CS said he couldn’t understand why they hadn’t finished it. 
 
ML thought it was deteriorating rapidly so we should leave it on the list. But she was meeting the Highways 
Supervisor soon and would ask about it. 
 
(See Post-meeting update on this item at the end of these minutes).  
 

30. B1040  
 
The section of the B1040 between Ramsey and Warboys was brought up at Warboys PC meeting.  There is a 
serious problem caused by excessive speed and dangerous overtaking. There was a proposal for a reduced 
speed  limit.  
AS confirmed that there have been recent accidents at this point.  
KS asked if reducing the limit to 50mph would stop the overtaking? 
AS thought it probably would not.  
 
Action: ML thought we should add this item to the watching brief and this was agreed.  
 

34. Crossing at Caravan park on Harrison Way 
 
There was some discussion as to whether this item should be kept on. The consensus was that it should. 
CS said that the vegetation needs cutting every year 
 

35. Marley Road/Burleigh Road, St.Ives 
 
ML thought that this item should also be retained.  
PS said that the only solution would be a reduction in the speed limit from 40 to 30. Would the RSC pursue 
this? 
CS said they did get a reduction from 60 to 40.  
KS added that the picture has changed because of localism. 
ML asked if the Town Council could pursue this. 
AS said that his personal opinion was that the limit should be 30mph.  

 

8 RSC Web-site discussion 
 
OM and DM had met briefly to discuss the web-site development . DM had kindly offered to use his IT facilities 
to host the site. He could also provide a domain name if necessary as he already had some registered. But if 
the RSC wished to have its own name then this could be acquired at relatively little cost. 
 
Some suggestions for content were;  minutes of RSC meetings, documents, names of members & who they 
represent, road safety advice, links to other groups etc. There was also a discussion of what kind of access 
people should have. Open forums took a lot of moderating, for example. It’s also not advisable to get into 
never-ending discussion threads. 
 
Action: The meeting agreed that the working group should consist of DM, BB and OM and they should report 
back to the next meeting. 
 
 



 
 

9 RSC Newspaper Reports  
 
No reports have been presented for discussion at the moment. 

 
10 Report on Police Panel Meeting 
 
AS reported on the Police Panel meeting held in St. Ives on August 20th.  There were some road safety issues 
discussed including problems with off-road vehicles in Houghton. There was also a description of the current 
policing model. 
 
CS added that the bus stop was also discussed. He wondered if there was an opportunity to put police 
information in parish magazines. 
 
AS said that he would be happy to do it.  

 
11 Speedwatch Report 
 
DM said that it had been an eventful month.  He had had a meeting with the assistant chief constable about the 
500 letter quota which has been proposed. As a result the cap has been increased slightly from 500 to 600. He 
realized that the assistant chief constable had been placed in an invidious position. But once the cap is 
reached no letters will be issued no matter what the circumstances. He had sent a letter to all the PCs 
informing them that the next evolution of Speedwatch is to get the PCs to take ownership of the speeding 
events and to identify the locations. PCs should express their disappointment to the PCC. There had been no 
police support curbside at all in July and August.  
 
Some of the problems seem to apply only to Cambridgeshire. BSU reports state that the bulk of sessions in 
Fenland are being done by PCSOs. Unison have also objected to the idea of using voluntary support. Yet in 
the Thames Valley volunteers do take part. 
 
From Jan 1st he would be standing back from the role of co-ordinator and each PC will have to submit their 
own returns. He would not go out unless it was for a training mission. However, he would still have the 
equipment. Everyone should send in their own returns. If the quota is lifted then it’s different.  It’s simply not a 
fair system at the moment.  
 
(ML said that the Rural Services Network send information to PCs. The dangers of rural roads are being 
highlighted as part of a European initiative. It is also a parish council priority. DM has done a good job.) 
 
Full Speedwatch Report at the end of these minutes. 
 

12 Reports from Members 
 
AS, Cambs Police:  Somersham PC  have reported that the 20mph limit in Parkhall Road is not being 
observed. However, it is still hoped that it will have an effect in reducing speed. 
 
PS, St. Ives TC:  There is a council meeting tomorrow.  The problem with cars driving over the old bridge is on 
the agenda. 
 
MT, Kings Ripton:  Asked if a Speedwatch session could be done on a country road outside a village?  The 
problem is the B1090 road from the A141 to Kings Ripton where there is serious concern about speeding cars. 
There is no speed checking on that road.   Problems arise when people try to turn off.  
DM said that Speedwatch can only operate on 20-40mph roads and the stretch in question is 60mph. 
KS said we should bring the MPs into this.  There is a general problem with rural driving. People come from the 
cities and go mad. People even go in the ditch on a straight piece of road. But GP thought we shouldn’t just  



blame  incomers. In Colne  lots of local people go off the road as well. AS thought that although the driving test 
is now much harder the standard of driving is appalling. With regards to this particular road we can put in a 
request for tests. He will look into it. 
 
Action: OM to add this item to the watching brief. 
 
RC,  Kings Ripton:  There is a serious speeding problem in Kings Ripton. Action on this will be included in the 
Parish Plan.  There have been some fatalities, usually in the morning.  (DM said that on the positive side he 
had seen the road policing unit in Kings Ripton.  Speedwatch had also done a traffic survey.  The results had 
been just off getting a camera van). 
 
SJ,  Hemingford:  The school traffic problems should be solved with the new car park but there is an 
increasing problem with disabled parking on double yellow lines. 
 
DM, Speedwatch: On the bright side, we have got the permanent Speedwatch signs. Kings Ripton will be first, 
then Earith. Regular Speedwatch villages will get them. Now we only need to bring a small sign to put in front 
of the detector.  The signs seem to be effective.  
 
GP, Colne: Thanked to DM for all his efforts and the clarity of the reports and will take it back to the PC 
meeting. 
 
KS, Speedwatch: There are problems with speeding in Upwood and Raveley. 
 
DN, Woodwalton : There is a rat run in the morning through the village with serious speeding. They want to do 
Speedwatch sessions but can’t get volunteers. (DM said they had been there twice but no volunteers ever 
turned up). 
 
MN, Pidley:  They still have speeding problems but have now got 2 volunteers for Speedwatch sessions.  
 
JC:  Still waiting for white lining to be done in Marsh lane. (ML said that the person responsible had had 
meningitis). Another problem is at the other end where it joins the B1096. It’s difficult to see looking left.  
Hemingford PC need to be aware of this.  The thicket footpath is much better but the end bit is almost 
dangerous.  This is a St. Ives TC responsibility. (PS said that they were informed it couldn’t be done because 
of the wall).  
 
CS, Fenstanton:   He had used Shape Your Place to complain about a contractor used by Cambridge Water. 
This was in Pig Lane where they’ve had 5 attempts to fix a problem but now there’s a depression in the road. 
The publicity seems to have had some effect.  
 
ML, Bluntisham:  The speed limit won’t now go from 40 to 30. They are horrified with new plans for the A14. 
We will all suffer because of this. There is a consultation exercise at the moment and the RSC ought to 
respond.  Not sure when the consultation ends. 
Action: OM to initiate an email correspondence and put together a response. 

 
13 AOB 
 
None 
 

14 Next 3 Meeting Dates 

 
Tuesday November 12th 
 
2014: 
 
Tuesday January 14th  

Tuesday March  11th  



  



 



 
Post Meeting update:       Cycle Paths in St. Ives 
 
 

Email from Brian Murdoch at Cambs CC to ML dated September 12th, 2013 
 
The cycleway / footway up Houghton Road St Ives. 
 
The section between Hill Rise and the new estate is still in the process of being re-surfaced, it was widened 
recently, but not finished as street lights had to be re-located. That has now been done and the path should be 
topped off shortly. 
 
The section between the New Estate and the access to the old Poultry Research Centre is the narrow bit, I 
was hoping that this would be widened as part of the carriageway works that are due to take place in the next 
few months, but I have been told that funding is tight and no footway works will be included in this job. 
 
I have raised an order to have this section sided out which will give a little more width but is not a permanent 
solution. 
 
I will be adding this footway / cycleway to the list of proposed schemes for next year, but cannot make any 
promises 
 

 


